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COONHOUND ADVISOR

Using Previous Owner’s Easy Entry™ Card to Enter Dog is Not
Acceptable

Question: Can someone enter a dog into any event when
the registration is sent in to UKC for transfer? If so, who is listed
as the owner?

Answer: The rule states: New Owners may not enter using
the registered owner’s Easy Entry™ card. When a dog has been
sold the registered owner’s Easy Entry™ card becomes void.
The same is true when it comes to using the dogs Registration
Certificate, for entering purposes, that has not yet been trans-
ferred to the New Owner.

This rule is in place to encourage the new owner to transfer
the dog into their name as soon as possible. Otherwise, any
mailings which may include degrees, problem reports, etc.,
that directly involves the dog, would be sent to the owner on
record at UKC, which is not the correct owner anymore. Of
course, it also helps to promote ownership records at UKC to
be accurate and current.

That said, yes, it is still permissible for the new owner, or
any other handler for that matter, to enter the dog in an event
while the transfer of ownership is in process. The dog would
need to be entered as a Conditional entry. Entering a dog as
Conditional comes with a $5 fee in addition to the entry fee.
Until the new owner receives the dogs Registration Certificate
and Easy Entry™ Card from UKC, they should list the previous
owner as the owner on the entry slips and the new owner list-
ed as the handler. There’s a valid reason for this. If you were to
enter the dog in an event showing the new owner information,
then there’s a good chance that the event report would be held
up at UKC because the dog name and owner information does
not match what UKC has on record. So, what if the dog is en-
tered in this way but by the time the event report is processed
the transfer of ownership has already been processed (showing
the new owner on record)? This would not be a problem at all
because the dogs record will also show any previous owners
and UKC could easily confirm that they do in fact have the right
dog without holding up the event report from being processed.
Casting Dogs Where Guide Doesn’t Have Permission

Q: Recently | drew out in a cast and, unbeknownst to us cast
members at the time, we turned our dogs loose where our
guide did not have permission to hunt. The dogs were all struck
when suddenly a four-wheeler could be heard speeding across
the field towards us. Obviously upset, this guy started yelling
at us that we do not have permission to be there. He advised
us that he called the law and demanded we stayed put until
they showed up. Our guide apologized for bringing our cast to
this spot and admitted he didn’t have permission. After a few
choice words to the guide on our cast, the landowner seemed
to have calmed down some.

During this encounter the judge did call time out, but the
dogs had continued trailing. And eventually, the landowner did
allow us to go in and handle them. By the time we got back out
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to the trucks, the game warden was there waiting on us. Thank
goodness the landowner was gracious enough to let us slide af-
ter discussing the situation, and no one was cited for anything.
However, this whole ordeal took a long time, and because of it,
we could not get our hunt time in before the scheduled dead-
line to return to the clubhouse. | feel this is an issue that should
be addressed and for the most part could be avoided if clubs
were a little more concerned who they assign as guides.

A: Those of us who have hunted hounds for a good while,
have found ourselves in a situation where the dogs end up trail-
ing where we don’t have permission to hunt. However, casting
dogs in an area where dogs will likely trail onto posted proper-
ty or where the guide doesn’t have permission to be, is unac-
ceptable. It’s an important part of the event that club officers
should be concerned about when it comes to assigning guides.

As a handler, you shouldn’t have to worry about whether
the guide has permission where he or she is taking you or,
worse yet, casting your dog into a possibly dangerous situ-
ation. The last thing anyone wants is getting lectured by an
angry landowner and disrupting the hunt. It is the club’s re-
sponsibility to assign guides who have permission to hunt
where they are taking their casts. Guides who are known to
take casts in places where they don’t have permission should
not be used or even considered. Club or event officials should
be notified of any such situations and need to be concerned
of any such complaints.

UKC asks all club officers to be concerned with this issue and
to address it at your club meetings. Make sure the guides you
assign have permission where they are taking your casts. Put-
ting your event participants in a situation where the guide does
not have permission to be can be very frustrating and poten-
tially dangerous when you don’t know how a landowner might
react when he catches them on his property. Participants en-
ter an event in good faith that the guides selected by the club
have permission to hunt at all their casting locations. Other-
wise, it can quickly become a bad ordeal in many ways and, as
it should, reflects poorly on the event organizers and the sport.
Temporary Location Changes

If a club is not fortunate enough to own its own club facili-
ty, the situation is bound to come up sooner or later regarding
how to handle the minor emergency of not being able to use
the advertised location of the event. Whether it’s conflicting
dates with another user group or some sort of disaster, you
could be put in the position of having to act fast to pull off a
successful hunt under less than ideal conditions. Knowing the
guidelines that UKC has set forth for handling these situations
will be a big help.

First, it is expected that every attempt will be made, and
all possibilities exhausted prior to giving up the ship. If a new
location must be utilized, the club must post a representative
(An Individual, Not A Sign) at the old location. Those entrants
showing up in ample time to drive to the new location can
be given direction/instructions and sent on the way. Those
entrants who are running a little closer to the deadline should
be held up and escorted to the new location by the club rep-
resentative. Or the representative might be prepared to take
or record their entry information as proof where deadlines



are concerned. The club representative should have a list of
all entrants who made it to the advertised location by the ad-
vertised deadline. These individuals will be allowed to enter
the event even though they will obviously be arriving at the
alternate location after the deadline.

Our biggest problem in regards to this situation is clubs who
assume that a sign tacked to the door is sufficient to direct
hunters to a new location. Please, make a note of this proce-
dure and store it away in your memory bank so that you know
what to do if it happens to your club. Let’s make every possible
effort to ensure that our out-of-the-area participants have an
opportunity to enjoy a well-organized event.

Character above Reproach?

It is kind of sad that | recently addressed two situations in
two days concerning, how should | put it, character or class?
One caller who described himself as definitely not being a
prude, felt forced to withdraw his dog at an event because of
the constant profanity and totally vulgar actions displayed by
another cast member. The person calling had a young boy with
him and asked several times that the handler tone it down a
little. The handler refused to tone it down, and the caller felt
he was left no choice but to withdraw his dog. Though he really
wished to hunt his dog that night, it wasn’t worth exposing a
child to that kind of behavior. The caller asked if a person could
be scratched for such behavior.

The next day | received a letter wanting to know if there was
anything that could be done about a licensed official, in this
case a Bench Show Judge, who openly made profane, distaste-
ful comments about a young female handler in the show. Ac-
cording to this letter, the Judge went on and on with his lewd,
profane dialogue and cared not who heard it. Nor did he care
who heard his colorful stories of days past and the placement
of registration papers on grade dogs. The letter asked if an of-
ficial could lose his license if they lacked, as the Bench Show
Judge Requirements put it, “character above reproach.”

While it’s not surprising that we have to deal with such is-
sues in a male dominated sport, it sure doesn’t mean that we
have to live with it. There are varying degrees of such behavior.
What one person might find offensive, another does not. How-
ever, both of the situations that were described to me seemed
to be clear examples of situations that needed some action
taken. Can you scratch the individual in the cast above for ex-
cessive swearing? No, not really. Not unless you could make a
case that it was being used in a manner to “intimidate” or “stir
up trouble.” Would the club be within its rights to send the cast
member in question a written notice that his entry would be
refused at their next three events because he was hindering
their ability to run a family event? You bet!

What about officials who lack “character above reproach,”
such as the one described above? Is he a good representative
of your club and United Kennel Club? | would say not. Is there
a chance that anyone who was unscrupulous enough to put a
set of papers on a dog would outright cheat on a bench show?
Sounds reasonable to me.

There is something that can be done about it. A signed, writ-
ten complaint may be filed against any licensed official. When
we receive a complaint on an official, that Judge or Master of

Hounds has a file started on them. Now | know darn well that
some of these complaints are just sour apples, and one com-
plaint may or may not result in a license being pulled. But | can
tell you this, two or three complaints over a period of time for a
similar problem will get a license pulled. Especially if the official
has already been warned. We’ve done it many times.

So the term “character above reproach” doesn’t just apply
to licensed officials. It applies to each and every one of us. If
you have a total disregard for it, then this sport is better off
without you. ",

Attention!

The following person’s Nite Hunt Director and Nite Hunt Judging
privileges have been suspended until the date listed.
Timmy Murrell ¢ Booneville, Kentucky
Indefinite
Violations to these privilges should be reported to the United Kennel Club.
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