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The goals and purposes of this breed standard include:
to furnish guidelines for breeders who wish to maintain
the quality of their breed and to improve it; to advance
this breed to a state of similarity throughout the world;
and to act as a guide for judges.

Breeders and judges have the responsibility to avoid
any conditions or exaggerations that are detrimental to
the health, welfare, essence and soundness of this
breed, and must take the responsibility to see that
these are not perpetuated.

Any departure from the following should be
considered a fault, and the seriousness with which the
fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion
to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare
of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its
traditional work.

HISTORY
The Pharaoh Hound is a very ancient breed, with a
striking resemblance to the hounds depicted in the
Egyptian temples from before 4,000 B.C. and to the dog
god, Anubis. Though a Sighthound, they are unusual in
that they are able to use both scent and sight for
hunting. Due to the relative isolation of the island of
Malta, they have bred true to form there since about
1,000 B.C.

The Pharaoh Hound was recognized by the United
Kennel Club in 1983.

GENERAL APPEARANCE

The Pharaoh Hound's appearance is one of grace,
power and speed. They are a medium-sized dog with
clean-cut lines. They have a noble bearing, and are
graceful and well balanced, and have an alert

Sighthound & Pariah Dog Group
©Copyright 1992, United Kennel Club

expression. They move free and easy and are very fast.
Any deviation from the breed standard is to be
penalized to the extent of the deviation.

CHARACTERISTICS

The Pharaoh Hound is intelligent, friendly, affectionate
and playful. They are alert, active and very fast, with a
marked keenness for hunting, both by sight and scent.

HEAD

The head resembles a blunt wedge when viewed either
from the top or from the side. The planes of the skull
and foreface are parallel, and the muzzle is slightly
longer than the skull.

SKULL - The skull is long, lean and well chiseled. There is
a slight stop.

MUZZLE - The muzzle is long and powerful, tapering
slightly from stop to tip.

TEETH - A full complement of strong, white teeth meet
in a scissors bite.

EYES - The moderately deep-set eyes are oval in shape.
They are amber colored, blending with the coat; and
have a keen, intelligent expression.

NOSE - Flesh colored, which blends with the coat, is the
only acceptable nose color.

EARS - The large, fine ears are medium high set and
carried erect when the dog is alert. They are broad at
the base and very mobile.

NECK
The long, clean neck is lean and muscular. There is a
slight arch, allowing the head to be carried high.

FOREQUARTERS

The long, sloping shoulders are well laid back. They are
strong without being loaded.

FORELEGS - The forelegs are straight and parallel. The
elbows are well tucked in. The pasterns are strong.
Dewclaws may be removed.

BODY

The body is lithe. The length of the body, measured
from the breast bone to the haunch bone, is slightly
longer than the height, measured from the withers to
the ground. The topline is almost straight; there is a
slight slope from the croup to the root of the tail. The
brisket is deep, reaching down almost to the point of
the elbow. The ribs are well sprung. There is a moderate
tuck-up.



HINDQUARTERS

The hindquarters are strong and muscular.

HIND LEGS - There is a moderate sweep to the stifle.
The second thigh is well developed. When viewed from
behind, the legs are parallel. Dewclaws may be
removed.

FEET
Strong well knuckled and firm with deep pads, the feet
turn neither in nor out. Dewclaws may be removed.

TAIL

The tail is medium set and fairly thick at the base. It
tapers like a whip, reaching below the point of the hock
when in repose. When the dog is in action, the tail is
carried high and curved. It should not be tucked
between the legs.

Fault: Screw tail.

COAT

The short, glossy coat ranges from being fine and close
to slightly harsh. There is no feathering. Any blemishes
or scars are not to be considered as faults.

COLOR
Tan or rich tan, with white markings allowed as follows:
a white tip on the tail is strongly desired;
white on the chest, referred to as "the star";
white on the toes;
a slim white snip on the center line of the face.
Flecking or any other white is undesirable.
Disqualification: Albinism.

HEIGHT
Height ranges are: dogs, 22 inches to 25 inches; bitches,
21 inches to 24 inches.

GAIT

Movement is free and flowing, the dog covering the
ground well without any apparent effort. The head is
held fairly high. The legs and feet move in line with the
body.

Faults: Hackney action. Any tendency to throw the feet
sideways.

DISQUALIFICATIONS

(A dog with a Disqualification must not be considered
for placement in a conformation event, and must be
reported to UKC.)

Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchid.

Viciousness or extreme shyness.

Albinism.



